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e PLAGUE

Between the middle and the end of the [4th
century, the plague, also called "Black Death”
killed almost half of Europe’s population. It

spread most rapidly In the larger cities where
many people lived.

This led to economic depression. Merchants
and traders had fewer people to sell their
000ds to, so they lost a lot of money.
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e NEW MIDDLE CLASS

VVhen the plague slowly decreased In the [5th

century, the population in Europe began to

orow. A new middle class emerged —ba

nkers,

merchants and tradespeople had a new market

for their services.

People became wealthier and had more than
enough money to spend. [hey began to build
larger houses, buy more expensive clothes and

oet interested In art and literature.
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AUMANIGM

I he printing of books led to a new way of
thinking. Scholars of the Renalssance returned
to the writings of Greek and Roman
philosophers. These writings are called the
“classics”. More and more scholars learned to
read Greek and Latin and studied old
manuscripts on topics like science, art and life.

During the Middle Ages people were guided by
the church, which was against wealth, trading
ooods and other worldly interests. Humanists,
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