Policies and Procedures for the Evaluation of Graduate Students

Chemistry Department, McGill University
OVERVIEW

Course Load Requirements:

Typically 3 courses for M.Sc. and 5 courses for Ph.D.   [An MSc graduate joining our Department as a Ph.D. student will typically take 3 courses].  This is in addition to the Seminar courses requirement.
 
Progress Tracking:
Year 1-3:  Progress tracking/monitoring during the first 3 years of studies will be done through assessment/ comprehensive courses Chem 688, 701 and 702.   One of the main objectives of Chem 688 is to assess whether the student demonstrates the necessary research skills and academic achievements to be permitted to continue in their program of study.  Ph.D. students would be subsequently required to take Comprehensive Examinations I and II (Chem 701/702).   
Note: Chem 688/701/702 will be blended with the annual progress reports required by the Graduate and Postdoctoral Student Office (GPSO).   

Year 4+:  After completion of Chem 688/701/702, annual progress reports are required by the University each year until degree completion; these reports are completed using the Progress Tracking Forms implemented by McGill’s GPSO (http://www.chemistry.mcgill.ca/research/progress.htm ).    
Comprehensive Courses:

a) Assessment - CHEM 688, taken by all graduate students (M.Sc. and Ph.D).   It is based on an oral presentation to a Review Committee of the student's summary of their research topic and the necessary background/literature, and is taken in the Fall term after at least two terms—i.e. 12-13 months after registration for September starts, and 8-9 months after registration for January starts.   
Grading: Pass/Fail.   


Note:  For some students in the M.Sc. program, a preliminary assessment may occur at an earlier date (i.e., Spring), with a primary goal of assessing transfers to the Ph.D. program.   This preliminary assessment will be arranged by the Director of Graduate Studies in consultation with the Research Supervisor and Convenors.   All first year student (including those assessed  in May) will have to take Chem 688 in the fall and give a presentation to a review committee.
b) Comprehensive Examination 1 - CHEM 701, taken by Ph.D. students only, one year after CHEM 688.  It is based on an oral presentation to a Review Committee of the student's initial progress with their research project.  Grading: Pass/Fail.
 
c) Comprehensive Examination 2 - CHEM 702, taken by Ph.D. students only, one year after CHEM 701.  It is based on an oral presentation to a Review Committee of a Research Proposal (RP)*.  Grading: Pass/Fail.  (*guidelines for research proposal and oral presentation will be communicated to you by the Convenors).   This requirement is in addition to the oral presentation on your research project that takes place every year.  
Note: some research groups interchange the requirements for 701/702 (e.g., 701: research proposal; 702: research progress).  
