ATROPINE SULFATE

(Atropine sulphate)

UK

Indications. Drying secretions; adjunct in gastro-intestinal disorders characterised by smooth muscle spasm (see section 3.7); antidote for organophosphorus compound poisoning (see Treatment of poisoning); in combination with anticholinesterases (see section 6.7.4); vagally-mediated cardiac arrhythmias

Contra-indications. Glaucoma; pre-existing tachycardia; ventricular arrhythmias; known myocardial ischaemia

Side-effects. Tachycardia; constipation; urinary retention; dilation of pupils and photophobia

Warnings. Intravenous injection may initially increase bradyarrhythmias due to central vagal stimulation

Dose. Antimuscarinic use, by subcutaneous injection.

Horses, cattle: 30–60 micrograms/kg

Sheep: 80–160 micrograms/kg

Pigs: 20–40 micrograms/kg

Dogs, cats: 30–50 micrograms/kg

Organophosphorus poisoning.

By subcutaneous injection, 25–200 micrograms/kg at approximately 3–4 hour intervals until clinical signs of poisoning relieved. In severe cases, a quarter of the dose may be given by intramuscular or slow intravenous injection and the remainder by subcutaneous injection

POM Atrocare (Animalcare) UK

Injection, atropine sulfate 600 micrograms/mL, for horses, cattle, sheep,

pigs, dogs, cats

Withdrawal Periods. Cattle: slaughter 14 days (antimuscarinic use), 28 days

(antidote use); milk 3 days (antimuscarinic use), 6 days (antidote use).

Sheep, pigs: slaughter 14 days (antimuscarinic use), 28 days (antidote use)

