Table Summarizing Giardia lamblia Infection

	Definitive host
	Intermediate host
	Zoonotic
	Route of infection
	Pathological 

Effects
	Signs

And 

symptoms
	Diagnosis

	Domestic and wild mammals

Birds

Humans
	
	YES
	Infects various water sources
	Epithelial damage

Villus blunting/flattening

Crypt cell hypertrophy

Cellular infiltration

Malabsorption (fatty stool)

Enzyme deficiencies

Example

lactase (lactose intolerance)


	Giardiasis

Chronic, small intestinal infection

Most frequently occurring protozoal waterborne illness

Clinically affects Humans, dogs, cats and calves
Faeces typically soft, light coloured, greasy

Intermittent diarrhoea 

Straining

Poor weigh gain despite normal appetite

Mild anemia and eosinophilia

More severe in puppies and kittens


	Clinical signs

Demonstration of trophozoites or cysts in faeces

Easy to identify, but difficult to detect!!!

ELISA technique

Faecal Examination

Motile trophozoites seen in saline smears of loose or watery faeces 

Oval cysts best detected with faecal flotation technique using zinc sulfate

Stain with Iodine

Perform several faecal examinations

Three consecutive days 




