Blood Components

	Whole Blood
	Red Blood Cells
	Platelets
	Plasma
	

	COLOR OF THIS BLOOD COMPONENT

	Red
	Red
	Colorless
	Yellowish
	

	BLOOD COMPONENT SHELF LIFE

	21 / 35  Days*
	Up to 42 Days*
	5 Days
	1 Year
	

	STORAGE CONDITIONS

	Refrigerated
	Refrigerated
	Room temperature with constant agitation to prevent clumping
	Frozen
	

	KEY USES OF THIS BLOOD TYPE

	· Trauma

· Surgery
	· Trauma

· Surgery

· Anemia

· Any blood loss

· Blood disorders, such as sickle cell
	· Cancer treatments

· Organ transplants

· Surgery
	· Burn patients

· Shock

· Bleeding disorders
	


