
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE VICTORIAN AGE 

Propriety Respectability Church-going 

Aristocracy Working-class 

SOCIETY 

Middle class 

Upper middle class Lower middle class 

Industrialists, 
bankers, 

businessmen, 
lawyers, 

members of the professions 

Shopkeepers, 
commercial travellers, 
post office workers, 

civil servants, 
clerks 

Features 

Stern moralism 
Restraint Industry 

Sense of duty 

THE FAMILY 

 The father = The master 

Hypocrisy Obsession  
with 

good manners 

 Reading the Bible Moral teaching in art  

 Greed for material success 

Educative books 
No scandalous subjects 



THE VICTORIAN COMPROMISE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Attempt to reconcile 

Opposite tendencies 

Materialism, economic interest, the idea of property Spiritualism 

Scientific  spirit 
(Darwin's theory of evolution) Religious feeling 

Mysticism Rationalism 

Exploitation of the poor Social reform 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

New machines New factories  New products New methods 

Steam trains 
Growth of newspaper 

Negative aspects 

Positive aspects 

Material progress 

Overcrowding, squalor, 
appalling conditions 

of 
slums  

 Economic welfare 

Very hard 
working conditions 

Growth of factory towns 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE RISE OF SOCIALISM  

Land and factories 
of  

     the community  

Socialist system 

KARL MARX 
(Das Kapital) 

Class war Death  
of 

 capitalist class 

Social Democratic Federation 
1880s 

Trade Union Leaders 

The Fabian Society 
(Quintus Fabius Maximus, Cunctator) 

Advent of Socialism 

trough not by 

Legislation Revolution 



 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Consolidation  
of 

the EMPIRE 

Increase in settlement 

in 

Canada 

New Zealand 

Australia 

Causes 

Over crowded towns Starvation 

from 

Scotland Ireland 

The British superior race  

"high and holy work" 
civilizing 

other races 

Local rulers Local customs 

British governors British laws 

Replaced by 

Eating habits Type of clothes 

Colonists and traders 

do not change 

Behaviour 

 do not learn 

Local languages 

Huge profit 

by 

Selling colonies goods 

The Victorian Age Supporters 

R. Kipling T. B. Macauley 
Opponents T. Carlyle 

attacks 

J. Ruskin 

deplore 

Industrial civilization ugliness 

Materialism 

Utilitarian spirit 

W. Morris 

 The Pre-Raphaelites 

reject 

The conventions of academic art 

The Aesthetes 

challenge 

Middle class moralism 


