Child Labour

Children started working in factories on the age between nine and twelve. 

In many instances fathers would employed their own children, who would work alongside their fathers in the factories. There were children working in mills up to twelve hours a day. This use of child labour was influenced by the technology of the time. The first cotton spinning machines were so small that the persons most capable of operating and fixing them were children. 

A consequence of this was that the rooms that housed these machines were small, so their was not enough ventilation. They were not only working in the small rooms but also putting in long hours. There were attempts to curb the use of children .It was not until 1833 that factory laws protecting children were enacted. This legislation required compulsory schooling and the cleanliness of the workplace. A minimum age requirement was passed into law in 1876. 

