INGLESE

In the Victorian period, the cost of living was kept artificially hight by the corn law, which maintained the price of corn at an unrealistically high level.

Among the most unjust pieces of legislation passed in this period were the poor laws because paupers risked starvation and could not feed their children.

In order to solve this problem the children were declared destitute, forced to separate from their families, were sent to work in parish-run workhouses to survive.

The Victorian ideal represented by such values as church and family, home and the sanctity of childhood, applied only to those happy few who could afford them.

On the one hand the child is often seen as a symbol of purity  and innocence in a corrupt world; on the other hand the terrible fate of children, particulary those of the poorer classes, who where without protection or rights was an irritable subject for many middle-class Victorians.

However, children were often the principal victims of the injustices of Victorian society.

