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The Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) is an application-level protocol for distributed, collaborative, hypermedia information systems. It is a generic, stateless, protocol which can be used for many tasks beyond its use for hypertext, such as name servers and distributed object management systems, through extension of its request methods, error codes and headers. A feature of HTTP is the typing and negotiation of data representation, allowing systems to be built independently of the data being transferred.

So when was hypertext transfer protocol introduced?  Well it has been in use by the World-Wide Web global information initiative since 1990.  Practical information systems require more functionality than simple retrieval, including search, front-end update, and annotation. HTTP allows an open-ended set of methods and headers that indicate the purpose of a request. It builds on the discipline of reference provided by the Uniform Resource Identifier (URI), as a location (URL) or name (URN), for indicating the resource to which a method is to be applied. Messages are passed in a format similar to that used by Internet mail as defined by the Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions (MIME) (yahoo.com) 

The HTTP protocol is a request/response protocol. A client sends a request to the server in the form of a request method, URI, and protocol version, followed by a MIME-like message containing request modifiers, client information, and possible body content over a connection with a server. The server responds with a status line, including the message's protocol version and a success or error code, followed by a MIME-like message containing server information, and possible entity-body content. The Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) is standard for transferring World Wide Web documents, although it is designed to be extensible to almost any document format.  This is a big reason of how the internet works as well as it does (ask.com). 
What is the client’s role with the HTTP?  The client sends HTTP request messages into its socket interface and receives HTTP response messages from its socket interface. Similarly, the HTTP server receives request messages from its socket interface and sends response messages into the socket interface. Once the client sends a message into its socket interface, the message is out of the client's hands and is in the hands of TCP (wdvl.com). 

Overall the HTTP protocol has developed into one of the key tools on the World Wide Web today.  It helps clients and servers reach each other as well as keep sites organized.  So in my opinion I think that the HTTP protocol was one of the better technology breakthroughs of the century.  
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