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Techno-tools for teachers (and others)


Universal Design for Learning

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a new paradigm for teaching, learning, and assessment, drawing on new brain research and new media technologies to respond to individual learner differences.
http://www.cast.org/udl/

CMaps
The IHMC Concept Mapping Software allows users to construct, navigate, share, and criticize knowledge models represented as Concept Maps. 
The toolkit is platform independent and network enabled, allowing the users to build, and collaborate during the construction of concept maps with colleagues anywhere on the network, as well as, share and navigate through others' models distributed on servers throughout Internet. 

http://cmap.coginst.uwf.edu/ 

Moodle

Moodle is a course management system designed to help educators create online courses. One of the main advantages of Moodle over other systems is a strong grounding in social constructionist pedagogy.

Moodle is Open Source software, which means you are free to download, use, modify and distribute it (under the terms of the GNU General Public License). 

Moodle runs without modification on Unix, Linux, Windows, Mac OS X, Netware and any other system that supports PHP, including most web host providers. Data is stored in a single database: MySQL and PostgreSQL are best supported, but it can also be used with Oracle, Access, Interbase, ODBC and others.

Moodle is available in 34 languages

http://moodle.org/

Arachnophilia 
· Create HTML pages using a suite of powerful tools. 

· Upload your Web site to your Internet service provider using Arachnophilia's built-in FTP service. 

· Fully customize Arachnophilia's menus, toolbars and keyboard commands

· Beautify, and analyse the structure of, your Web pages

http://www.arachnoid.com/arachnophilia/index.html 

OpenOffice
· WRITER for creating documents, reports, newsletters, and brochures.

· CALC  spreadsheet 

· IMPRESS create multimedia presentations.

· DRAW simple diagrams to 3D illustrations and special effects. 
· The Database User Tools for day to day database work in a simple spreadsheet-like form. They support dBase databases for simple applications, or any ODBC or JDBC compliant database. 
http://www.openoffice.org

Hot Potatoes

The Hot Potatoes suite includes six applications, enabling you to create 

· Interactive multiple-choice  (student view)

· Short-answer

· Jumbled-sentence

· Crossword

· Matching/ordering

· Gap-fill 

Hot Potatoes is not freeware, but it is free of charge for non-profit educational users who make their pages available on the web.

http://web.uvic.ca/hrd/halfbaked/

Audacity 
Audacity is a free audio editor. You can 

· record sounds

· play sounds

· import and export WAV, AIFF, and MP3 files

Use it to 

· edit your sounds using Cut, Copy and Paste (with unlimited Undo)

· mix tracks together, or apply effects to your recordings. 

It also has a 

· built-in amplitude envelope editor

· customizable spectrogram mode

· frequency analysis window for audio analysis applications

Built-in effects include 

· Bass Boost

· Wahwah

· Noise Removal

It also supports VST plug-in effects. 

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/  

Task Tracker

Task Tracker has been designed to be a simple method of scheduling tasks and keeping on schedule. It helps you organise and prioritise your tasks while providing a clear and simple interface that lets you see where you are on your schedule. 

Task Tracker can export your tasks directly to MS Project, or to a web page. Your schedule can be e-mailed to co-workers or included in Word documents using copy and paste, or you can print out your tasks.

http://www.positive-g.com/tasktracker/
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