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Health Affairs:

1. Stated purpose/mission - This is the leading journal of health policy thought and 
research. The purpose of Health Affairds is to present a nonpartisan, peer-reviewed 
wide range of timely research and commentary on health issues of current concern in 
both domestic and international spheres.

2. Collaborative efforts - The collaborative efforts are that all papers/publications are 
peer-reviewed, and the acceptance rate is 10-15 percent. Health Affairs is an orignal 
signatory to the Washington, D.C. Principless for Free Access to Science. Health Affairs' 
Web site is maintained in conjunction with Stanford University's HighWire Press.

3. Membership - There are 10,500 paid domestic and international subscribers. 
Readership equals three readers per issue (Beta Research Corp.:2000 Reader Survey) 
or 31,500 readers per printed copy. Subscription prices and ordering procedures are 
listed on the Health Affairs website.

4. Publications - Published since 1981, the Health Affairs Journal includes six issues per 
year with additional supplements. Online only papers are published weekly on average 
as Web Exclusives. Every article Health Affairs has ever published is available online. 
The 24-year archive is fully searchable. All back content is free access after three years. 
Selected content is free access at time of posting, including Editor's Choice articles, Web 
Exclusives, Narrative Matters, Grants and Outcomes, UpDate Publications, Book 
Reviews, and Letters. 

5. Accomplishments - Health Affairs claims to be the "Policy Journal of the Health 
Sphere." Health Affairs receives about 800 manuscripts annually, and claims an 
acceptance rate of 10-15 percent. Each submission is reviewed by the editors for 
timeliness and relevance to the journal's objectives. About half of these submissions are 
selected for external review. For papers that are not selected for external review, the 
journal notifies authors within two to three weeks of submission. For papers that are 
selected for external review, authors can expect to wait about two to three months from 
the date of submission until notification of the journal's decision. For papers that are 
selected for revision, the length of time between the revision request and publication will 
vary widely (from six weeks to several months) depending on the extent of revision 
required, the need for additional review and revision, whether the paper will be 
published in a bound volume or on the Web site, etc.

Health Affairs is the number one cited journal in its categories (Health Policy; Health 
Care Science and Services) in both the Science Edition and Social Science Edition of the 
Institute for Scientic Information's journal impact factor. Impact factor for 2003 is 3.672.

Health Affairs is health policymakers' most frequently read journal and is consulted by 
55% of staff members on U.S. congressional committees of jurisdiction in health - ahead 
of JAMA and the New England Journal of Medicine.

Health Affairs is frequently cited by national media, including the Washington Post, New 
York Times, Wall Street Journal, CNN, network television and radio, and National Public 
Radio. The Jan. 12, 2005 Washington Post cited Health Affairs is "the bible of health 
policy."
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