HOOF TESTER

This instrument allows the veterinarian to apply pressure to the soles of the feet to check for undue sensitivity or pain. 
Many practitioners will concentrate on the front feet, as 70 to 80 percent of the horses weight will be supported by the front limbs.
Examination of a hoof with testers should be systematic, consistent, and should cover all points of the hoof. The actual sequence of points tested is relatively unimportant, but should be the same from time to time, so that nothing is missed. 
The examiner should try to apply the same amount of pressure each time, to keep variables to a minimum. 
A positive response consists of a reflex withdrawal of the foot. This must be distinguished from nervous or irritated (but not painful) withdrawal of the foot.
 The key is consistency. A true pain response is infinitely repeatable; the same stimulus applied many times, should produce the same result. In contrast, a nonpainful withdrawal after the stimulus is applied several times will produce a reduced response, or no response.
