No. 14 - Second time around and then some   -    “They’re Baaaack!”

They came, and left. But now they are back. And you are getting tired of feeling like your house has a revolving door on it where they come in and out of your lives, you have to make adjustments, and go through all the transition and adjustment process again – and again – and again. Yes, it is frustrating. Yes, it is inconvenient, but you still want to remember that the goal is to provide those children with a safe place, a place of stability where they know they are accepted and loved.

Definition:  In some situations, a child will leave the care of the Kinship Parent and return to their birth parent for a short time, only to return to live with the Kinship Parent for a second, third or fourth time.  If the child is away from the Kinship Home for a long time, the Kinship Home might have changed.  For example, the Kinship Parent may have a new job, new relationship, made new commitments.  Also, because this is the second, or third time the child is back, it can add to the resentment and loss of hope in the Kinship Parent.    

Tips for the Kinship Parent: 

· In spite of the frustration, remember that the children didn’t cause this problem

· Their lives are in chaos and they hurt too

· If you need someone to talk with, try to find someone who can help you through your feelings – a family member or pastor, someone you trust

· Don’t let it all build up until it spills out on you and your family

· Try to keep your perspective on what is important – the children
