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SNOMED MissionSNOMED Mission

. . . Committed to advancing excellence in . . . Committed to advancing excellence in 
patient care through the delivery of a patient care through the delivery of a dynamic dynamic 
and sustainableand sustainable, scientifically validated , scientifically validated 
terminology and infrastructureterminology and infrastructure that enables that enables 
clinicians, researchers and patients to clinicians, researchers and patients to share share 
healthcare knowledge worldwidehealthcare knowledge worldwide, across , across 
clinical specialties and sites of care.clinical specialties and sites of care.
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SNOMED  ValuesSNOMED  Values

•• Clinicians should determine contentClinicians should determine content
•• Broad, inclusive involvement of diverse Broad, inclusive involvement of diverse 

clinical groups and domain specialtiesclinical groups and domain specialties
•• Minimal barriers to adoption and useMinimal barriers to adoption and use
•• Not for profit, but eventually selfNot for profit, but eventually self--sustainingsustaining
•• Quality focusedQuality focused
•• A quality improvement process open to A quality improvement process open to 

public scrutiny and vendor inputpublic scrutiny and vendor input
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SNOMED Convergent Terminology SNOMED Convergent Terminology 
Group for Nursing, Previous StructureGroup for Nursing, Previous Structure
• Charged by the SNOMED Editorial Board with the 

creation of  principles and processes for working with 
nursing terminology and classification developers to 
enhance terminology content for the nursing domain
– Suzanne Bakken, DNSc, RN, FAAN, FACMI was first 

Chairperson

SNOMED Nursing Working 
Group, New Structure
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Structure Used toStructure Used to Representing Nursing within Representing Nursing within 
SNOMED Clinical TermsSNOMED Clinical Terms

SNOMED 
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Editorial Board

Kaiser Permanente 
CMT Nurses

Chris Zingo, RN, MS
Cyndie Lundberg, RN, BSN

Carol Correia, RN, MS
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Judith Warren, RN, PhD, Chair
Deb Konicek, RN, MSN, Staff

American Nurses Association
Suzanne Beyea, RN,PhD

Royal College of Nursing
Anne Casey, RN, MSc

SNOMED Clinical Partners
(Terminology Developers)



Copyright © 2004 College of American Pathologists

Convergent Terminology Group for Convergent Terminology Group for 
Nursing: Achievements to DateNursing: Achievements to Date

•• Nursing concepts are appropriately modeledNursing concepts are appropriately modeled
•• Collaboration with nursing terminology developers Collaboration with nursing terminology developers 

for incorporation of nursing concepts, based on for incorporation of nursing concepts, based on 
CTGFN principles and processes CTGFN principles and processes 

•• SNOMED CT is an ANASNOMED CT is an ANA--recognized nomenclature recognized nomenclature 
•• Nursing Diagnosis concepts, January 2002Nursing Diagnosis concepts, January 2002
•• Nursing Interventions concepts, January 2003Nursing Interventions concepts, January 2003
•• Nursing Outcomes concepts, January 2004Nursing Outcomes concepts, January 2004
•• Ongoing presentations and publicationsOngoing presentations and publications
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Nursing Terminology AgreementsNursing Terminology Agreements

•• NANDA InternationalNANDA International
•• Nursing Interventions Classification (NIC)Nursing Interventions Classification (NIC)
•• Nursing Outcomes Classification (NOC)Nursing Outcomes Classification (NOC)
•• Home Health Care ClassificationHome Health Care Classification
•• The Omaha SystemThe Omaha System
•• PeriOperativePeriOperative Nursing Data Set (PNDS)Nursing Data Set (PNDS)

***International Classification of Nursing     
Practice (ICNP) under consideration***
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Consistency with ISO nursing Consistency with ISO nursing 
terminology model standardsterminology model standards
•• Participates in Nursing Terminology SummitParticipates in Nursing Terminology Summit

–– Development and testing of nursing Development and testing of nursing 
reference terminology modelsreference terminology models

–– Input to CEN and ISO development effortsInput to CEN and ISO development efforts
•• Maintains liaison relationships with ANA and Maintains liaison relationships with ANA and 

Royal College of NursingRoyal College of Nursing
•• Ensures that modeling hierarchy and Ensures that modeling hierarchy and 

relationships in SNOMED CT are consistent relationships in SNOMED CT are consistent 
with ISO standardswith ISO standards

•• Validates the usefulness of the ISO nursing Validates the usefulness of the ISO nursing 
terminology model standardsterminology model standards
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College of American Pathologists
Board of Governors

SNOMED International Authority

SNOMED International 
Editorial  Board

SNOMED Content
Steering CommitteeSteering Committee

SNOMED Technical 

SNOMED Organization Structure
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NURSING
PATHOLOGY
OPHTHALMOLOGY
ANESTHESIOLOGY
GENOMICS
PHARMACY
ALLIED HEALTH
PRIMARY CARE

CONCEPT MODEL
CONTEXT OF CARE
COMPOSITIONAL GRAMMAR
MAPPING
TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION
GUIDELINES
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June Meeting OverviewJune Meeting Overview
• Transition to new working group structure
• Issues and concerns identified

– Relationship to existing nursing 
classifications

– SNOMEDizing of standard scales and tools, 
RCN evaluation

– Terms vs. concepts, e.g. breastfeeding
– National vs. International content
– What is content for nursing practice
– How are decisions made about content 

inclusion
– Training for using SNOMED CT
– Communication gaps
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SNOMED Nursing Working Group  SNOMED Nursing Working Group  
Draft Objectives, June 2004Draft Objectives, June 2004

• Assure that adequate content exists to support 
Nursing practice

• Identify and prioritize new content inclusion
• Review of existing content 
• Develop partnerships and relationships with 

vendors or other specialty organization
• Provide guidance about the use of SNOMED CT 

in Nursing practice

• The new draft is in your packet
– Please give feedback
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Next steps
Increase participation in SNOMED Nursing 

Working Group
Develop process for collecting nurse user, 

vendor, nursing specialty organizations, and 
government input for QA of 

Existing content
New content

Identify content for the Nursing specific web 
page within SNOMED website.

Identify topics for SNOMED CT educational 
offerings
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For more information:For more information:

• Deb Konicek, MSN, RN
– dkonice@cap.org

• Judith Warren, PhD, RN, FAAN, FACMI
– jwarren2@kumc.edu

• Anne Casey, RN MSc FRCN
– anne.casey@rcn.org.uk

• Suzanne Beyea, PhD, RN, FAAN
– scb@hitchock.org

• Web site for the Nursing Working Group
– http://www.snomed.org/clinical/NursingCTG.htm


