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Born in Philadelphia in 1963, Alice Sebold now lives in California with her husband, the author Glen David Gold. The peaceful course of her youth, most of which was dedicated to studying poetry and literature, was brutally interrupted by an experience that was to mark the rest of her life in a profound manner and one that cannot be disregarded. During her first year at university in 1981 Alice Sebold was in fact the victim of rape. The years she spent in New York following this violent event, were years of absolute dissolution, untidiness, alcohol and heroin. After a time, she decided to leave New York and moved to California, where she found a job as the guardian for a colony of artists. The calmer life in the warm and welcoming Southern province seems to have given her a different serenity and a personal inclination that in a sense opened the way to reconstruction. She devoted herself to reading the classics and enrolled in a Masters in writing at the University of California, Irvine, where she met the man who was to become her husband. At this point in her life, free from dependence on alcohol and drugs, Alice Sebold found herself having to come to terms with the still very present memories of the violence she had suffered. For her, writing became a precious instrument for re-elaboration, she remembers. Lucky was to be the title of her first novel, a personal and moving revisiting of that terrible experience. But it was her next novel, The lovely bones, that brought Alice Sebold to the attention of American and international critics. The leading character is Susie, a fourteen year old girl who is attacked, raped, killed and cut to pieces. The serial killer preserves her remains in a cellar. And it is Susie herself, who from the afterlife tells us her story, her death, her family’s pain and the passing of time. Alice Sebold entrusts to Suzie’s cheerful and delicate adolescent voice, the task of unwinding the novel’s fascinating plot and helping the readers, with her fresh innocence, to each come to terms with their own pain.


